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and the ‘name of the second wés Puah —
women, -and you see them on
daughter, she shall live.” 1" But the midwives feared God and they
Egypt spoke to them, and they caused the boys to live.
18 The king of Egypt summoned the midwives and said to them,
thing, that you have caused the boys to tive!”

19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are unlike the Egyptian
they have given birth.”

women, for they are experts; before the midwife comes to them,

{

it was because the midwives feared God that He made them houses.
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T THE BEGINNING of Parshas Shemos, the story of the meyaldos,

Athe Jewish midwives, is recounted. They stood up to Pharaoh’s
evil decree, and risked their own lives in order to save countless male
children. The possuk tells us, “God was good to the midwives, and the
people increased and became very mighty. Because-the midwives feared
God, He gave them houses (batim).” (Shemos 1:21) Rashi tells us, “What
L'was this good [that was done for them]? ‘He gave them houses’; houses
of the Priesthood (Kehunah), of the Levites and of Royalty (malchus),

all of which are called ‘houses’” To say this, Rashi connects the initial
ohrase, “God was good to the midwives,” to the next possuk, “because
- the midwives feared God, He gave them houses” To make this connec-
« tjon, Rashi must pass over the end of the first possuk, “And the people
ineregsed and became very mighty, whicl§ apparently has little to do
with the good Hashem did with the midwives personally. This raises
the question: Why does the Torah seem to interrupt its discussion of

3

15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of the first was Shifrah
16 and he said, ‘When you deliver the Hebrew

the birthstool; if it is a son, you are to kill him,

“Why have you done this %\and thereby earn everrgreater rewards.

(@God benefited the midwives — and the people increased and became very strong.

"~ 20. oYy avm — God benefited. Or HaChaim explains that
when God sees that a person desires to serve Him at great
personal sacrifice, He enables him to succeed, thus enabling
him to perform even more good deeds = for which he

,deserves to be rewarded. Hence, for trying to make the

5 nation grow, the midwives were benefited with extraordi-
nary success, so that they could increase their good deeds

and if itis a
did not do as the king of

R’ Moshe Feinstein understands the verse¥differently. God
benefited the midwives — how? By letting the nation in-
crease and become strong. So great was the midwives’ love
for their people that their greatest reward was the success of
the nation. The secondary reward — the one that is men-.
tioned later because it was less important to the midwives —
was that God made them houses.
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the reward Hashem gave the midwives? Would it not have been clearer 2 |
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tp have mentioned that He gave the midwivesﬂlieimmdh&dlé
after saying that He was good to them, and mention the growth of
P
the nation afterwards?
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f the posuk wishes to relate Hashem’s beneficence to the midwives '

(“He made them houses”), why does it interrupt and state “and the
people incrgased and became strong”?
This comment, however, is not an interruption but part of their
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reward. The Torah (1:17) relates, “The midwives feared Hashem; they

53 x5K ,on¥yY 1ow by Y95 1awn xbw Ty oyb g 1 a5 Hxown

did not do as the King of Eqypt had commanded them, and they kept
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the boys alive.” Rashi explains that the midwives did far more than
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simply save the boys from dying: they took positive steps to keep them

by 1mwn x5 boaw nab
W MW X DT DK XY Tapnws | URanoN

alive, bringing them food and water. Subsequently, the midwives
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*‘merited threefold. First, Hashem granted them success: “And the
people_increased.” To risk one’s life for a cause and merit to see it
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flourish is in itself a tremendous reward. Second, by going beyond the
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letter of the law in bringing the infants food and water, the midwives
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merited a'reward also beyond the letter of the law: eyen the sickly infants

wiha aimanld nabirall havo diod enruived “and hecame strono.” Finallu.
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on account of their fearing Hashem, “He made houses for them,”
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Many years ago, the author’s father, Reb Berel Belsky, Y"1, gave
a fascinating answer to this question. He explained that many Jews
perform selfless acts of kindness, often with great mesirus nefesh, and,

Svayitev Elokim — Hashem deals well,” with them. Ifideed, there are .
many mjitzvos for which the Ribbono Shel Olam grants us the ‘fruits’
igethis world, and rewards us fully in the World to Come.

However, it is quite rare for Hashem to grant a person the privilege
tq personally witness the full impact of his kindness and righteous-
ness in this world. More often, a person’s efforts seem to likve come
to naught in this world, and he does not directly perceive the positive

esults of his actions. o

Qccasionally, there are individuals who merit seeing how their
actions have accomplished great results both in this world and the
Next. This was precisely the case with the meyaldos. They risked

 their own lives to save the Jewish newborn boys, and as a result, they
witnessed Klal Yisroel grow into a great and mighty nation. This is
the meaning of the possuk, <\God was good to the midwives, and the
Reople increased and became very mighty,” for an intrinsic part of the
good that Hashem granted the midwives was that they saw the results

of their actions, and lived to experience great nachas from witnessing
the phenomenal growth of the Jewish nation, in which they played

(such a vital role in bringing about.
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Or HaChaim wonders where the personal reward for the m|d-
ves can be seen. In the next pasulk, it says it was bec_‘u&m

m

idwives feared G-d that He made themn houses, whlcthgﬂnuﬂL

.explains, were dynasties of Kohanim and Leviim, as well as the

does not describe what benefit Hash&€m gave them personally.
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Or HaChaim explains that the benefit the midwives received fOl"
eir mesiras nefesh of defying Pharaoh was seeing the success gj
eir efforts. Instead of being the cause of a decrease in the popus
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' royal House of ‘Dovid HaMelech. However, the previous pasug
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lation, they had the great zechus of saving countless lives and
causing a major increase in their people. What could be a greatat

yeward than the sense of satisfaction at witnessing the success of
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In

were
a mitzvah at the very moment they were meant to die. God grant-
ed them the opportunity to perform a mitzpak at that critical
mom

fact, the Gemara brings a number of instances where people
saved from death in the nick of time because they performed
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ent, and they had the good sense to take advantage of it. But

if God had not sent them this opportunity with a Heavenly mes
senger, they would never have gained that extra bit of credit tha
meant the difference between life and death.

This what we ask for when we say, “Inscribe us in the book of
merits.” Give us the opportunities to gain merit. It is not up to us,
but to You. Give us the ability, the means and, above all, the oppor-
tunities to accumulate merit. Give us the opportunities to come to
the synagogue with health and vigor and the wisdom to stand like

heooare at the daar and affer 1in anr “camnlere nravers” to You.
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Another explanation of salvation “sprouting like a,.plam" is
: offered by the Vilna Gaon. He says that the actions of one’s
chlldren can cause the parents (or ancestors) to gain merit in
the afterlife. The repercussions of parents’ actions grow (like a

plant) over time, even after death, and can help the parents
Iperit resurrection.?
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21. o'n2 oy wyn — He made them houses. God rewarded
the midwives for their devotion: He provided them with
" houses. These “houses” were not buildings; they were dy-
-nasties, for Jochebed (Shifrah) became the ancestress of
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Kohanim and Levites, and Miriam (Puah) became an ances- e
tress of David [because one of her granddaughters married §)
- one of David's forebears (Sotah 11b)] (Rashi). /
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-
25 that HaKadosh Baruch Hu instilled the Yiras Shamayim of Shifra and

<1Puah deeply within the character of their descendants. It became a

ASHI EXPLAINS INTERPRETIVELY (al pi drush), that these were
Rthe'houses of the Kehunah, the Levi'im and the Royal house of
Israel. He bases this on Chazal (Sotah 11b). A cleser examination will
reveal that Chazal’s drush is actually very close to the pshat, the most
straightforward interpretation of this possuk. . _

A bayis, or house, is not merely a building of wood and stone; it

. is essentially the extension and contirivation of the family. This is the
*,meaning of the possuk, /1 NX 1372 M7 12 7 DR 1972 1IN I - House
of Aharon, bless Hashem! House of Levi, bless Hashem!” (Tehillim
135:19-20). When we say, “House of Aharon,” wé express the funda-
mental nature of all Aharon’s deScendants. Not only is each Kohen a
physical descendant of Aharon HaKohen, but he is also a living con-
“tinuation of his life-work and represents the fundamental principles

that were established by him. Whenever the Kohanim recite a blessing
upon performing g mitzvah particular to the Kehunah, they declare,
“Asher kid'shanu b'kedushaso shel Aharon Avinu — Who has sanctified
us ‘with the holiness of Aharon...” That is, each time they perform
their Priestly duties, they remind themselves that they are members
of Beis Aharon, and that through their acts they are continuirig that

permanent family trait. There were surely families.in Klal Yisroel

* known as ‘Beis Shifra’ and ‘Beis Puali whose members were noted for
their Yiras Shamayim. Chazal merely identify them as the ‘Levi'im,
Kehanim and Melachim’
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-aspect ‘of Divine service that was originally established through -

e — oman nnd

Aharon HaKohen. Any Jew may consider himself to be a student of
Aharon HaKohen by being someone who, “loves peace and pursues
peace, loves His creatures and draws them close to Torah,” (Avos 1:12)

but the Kohanim are not merely students of Aharon, they are actually
the living embodiment and extension of Aharon HaKohen himself:
Reis Aharon, the House of Aharon.

2(‘\ The Gemara in Menachos (s3a) states: “The Rabbanan said to
Rebbi Preida: Rebbi Ezra the grandson of Rebbi Avtulas who is the

tenth generation from Rebbi Elazar ben Azariah, who is thé tenth

mMapIn DR PRYNY D91 IR NI0D WA NYIaT avh 3y anym &
DI MW IRYY PN RY 10Nt ovEn R ny1e mbw) on bR ,ovna

from Ezra [HaSofer] is standing at the gate!” This meant that Rebbi
Ezra was a twenty-second generation grandchild of Ezra HaSofer, the
great Sage and Kohen who led the Jewish people back to Eretz Yisroel
_and reestablished the Torah in Klal Yisroel. The Rabbanan considered
" "Rebbi Ezras visit to their Beis Midrash to be an exemplary show of
honor, an exciting event. Rebbi Preida, upon hearing the reason for
the excitement, did not agree. The Gemara continues: “He said: Why
all the commotion? If he’s a Torah scholar, fine. If he’s a Torah scholar
and has pedigree, fine. But if he simply has pedigree but is not a Torah

scholar, let a fire consume him!”

'>K0n a simple level, this Gemara teaches that yichus in and of itself
s worthless, that a person should be judged instead by his accom-
(Plishments. On a deeper level, the Gemara is teaching that yichus
is nopsimply a privilege, but a responsibility. Ezra HaSofer was the

greatest teacher of Torah since Moshe Rabbeinu. He set up the Anshei
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2.7 Parshas Shemos 11

sense of Yiras Shamayim. If a person is full of the fear of God, then all
other fears are driven from him. This is the explanation of the possuk,
“Because the midwives feared God, He gave them houses” As we said
earlier, the Batei Kehunah, Leviya and Malchus, began as Batei Shifrah
and Pwah. Their exceptional Yiras Shamayim was powerful enough

to become the foundation of a family legacy, becoming an indelible
aspect of the character of their descendants for all time."

K’nesses HaGedolah and set forth the principle of, “Haamidu talmidim
harbei - establish many students of Torah” (Avos 1:1) Under his guid-
. ance, the structure of Klal Yisroel, and the way the Torah would be
transmitted from generation to generation was molded. A descendant

of Ezra HaSofer who lacks the commitment to the foundations his
ancestor laid, who is not a bar oryion, a dedicated scholar of Torah,
tis not fulfilling his responsibility to his House. The offspring of the

House of Aharon are no different. They are obliged to carry on the

We find that one way to gauge a person’s greatness is by his
level of yirah, generally understood as Fear of Hashem, as we see
in the following examples. Avraham Avinu referred to Sarah as his '
sister (Bereishis 20:11), “For I said there is no fear of Hashem in s
this place and they will kill me because of my wife.” After Akeidas ‘
Yitzchak Hashem told Avraham (ibid. 22:12), “Now I know that

Ktradition of Aharon HaKohen and, lead a life in harmony with the”

principles of his House. If they fail to commit to that tradition, then

you fear Hashem.” The Torah writes about Amalek (Devarim
25:18), “And he did not fear Hashem.” These are but a few of the

they are dishonoring Beis Aharon. Thus, ‘yayaus lahem batim’ means

numerous instances.
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In Parashas Shemos we are told that the Jewish midwives, Shifrah . - R SmN 3o
and Puah falso known as Yocheved and Miriam), did not heed ’
Pharaoh’s command to kill the Jewish baby boys. On the contrary, 0 %y gon oobapn on Syw navma ,7oe a0 T Sw o mma T
they did everything in their power to keep them alive and healthy. 131 prown nx 100w MToen 50 orewys <3 K Fm A TN ovoapn
The Torah tells us, “But the midwives feared Hashem and did not do - JRO W TR A0 TID IR 13:,-;’7 N LA novn Rails) bw ponad ‘
as the king of Mitzrayim told them” (1:17). Additionally, the Torah
relates that they were rewarded for their yiras Shamayim: “Because

nTMR IR 23 MY ANNA N3RS A8 3 727X L IRNAD IV D70R o) *

the midwives feared Hashem, He made for them houses” (1:21). X7 % ,1v3pn oo wm 1 ene DX TR 720 BYYDW ,"DPIORT AR -

Rashi explains that the “houses” mentioned in the passuk refer to- /&P?% N3~ %w ona an v8 oz b mnns misbn obapn oww 7

the “house of kehunah” (Aharon, who descended from Yocheved) MT"0n 17X ©°na% nom X amI¥y 373 anen W M avaph pnIY_°A)

and the “house of kingship” (David, who descended from Miriam). ¥7na BNy WEMTR DR OTYM KT DWW DRTR DYImY WD)
Chazal (Shemos Rabbah 1:16) add that in thig merit, Yocheved

gave birth to Moshe, and from Miriam came Betzalel, who built the

H | 4
Mishkan. n that sense, the yirag Shamayim of these two women A : _ :
l3id the groundwork for the entire Sefer Shemos. Shemos describes - AEersc;n with yiras .S‘ham}zzim will not stop learning Torah whenever pos- |
the redemption of Bnei Yisrael and the receiving of the Torah — " sible. Indeed, yiras Hashem is the receptacle sustaining the whole of avodas
both of which were accomplished through Moshe — and the build- Hashem, as it says, “The fear of Hashem is His treasure” (Yeshayah 33:6).
ing of the Mishkan, which was directed by Betzalel. . The Chasan Sofer, Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld, related that his grandfather the
iras Shamayim c ; o withstand Chasam Sofer was once sitting with his students when he dozed off in the
he trials that Hashem places before a person. It is the middah by middle of learning. Ore of the students said, “They say about the Chasam
Sofer that he is a great gaon (genius), but I don’t see it” The second one sdid,

which a person builds his spiritual stature from start to finish. The
midwives “built” themselves to the point that they were able to with-

“They say about him that he is a great yerei Shamayim, but I don't see his yiras

Shamayifn” At that point the Chasam Sofer suddenly woke up, and it turned
\ s ojit that he had overheard everything they said: He burst out crying and said,
stand the greatest test: they put their lives on the line to save Jewish “T'p_not upset about what you said that I'm not a gaon because [ know that I
hildren. And Hashem rewarded them measure for measure. have toiled and learned to the best of my ability, and if | am not.a gaon, L will
Reward in the Torah is hot given as compensation for something .. npt be held responsible for that by the Heavenly Tribunal. But I am crying and

that a person does, like a candy given to a child for good behavior. digtressed about whay you said that I'm not a yerei Shamayim, because ‘every

e hing is in the hands of Heaven except for yiras Shamayim’ which means that
"Rather, th : 48 Loy o
”R din th fruit of’ t:leep;i:’:;i :cttil;flsvgy [ gs capable of attaining this, and if 1 did not I should be extremely distressed
eward In e Lul - By >

—— about it” It is said that he cried so much that his clothes became sbaked from
building themselves, Yocheved

all his tears.
and Miriam merited the “hous-
compensation for ~es” that were built for them. e =~ .‘
. P Not & ‘ npS or VPP ! 36 33
something that a person ~~ Not ‘a day goes by that we °
are not tested in one way or

does, like a Candy given fo another: Should we hurry \\“

a child for good behavior. ” through davening? How should ,¥9) M7°0102) 717331 MPWHN D9SN N MTP0N YW 911N Nwynn 9%
we spend our time? Should we ™M 110 ,NION ,PIN Y ST NPV 11003 HNY IWPD N N IR
bring this newspaper or that magazing into our house? The list is .MPWNA NYSMI N9 ,JNY NPAY DYDY NN 12PY OO NN AN NNINN
endless. Each time we withstand a test, we build our spiritual stature
—_and reap the fruit of our efforts.

(Alei Shur, Vol. 11, pp. 339-342)

Torah is not given as

S

WIT WPV (71 ,3) N2 WD M3T MIAPYD NNYI9I TMYND NN NNV
2_NIYIPRY T3 NN NPNIN LN NMPID JNYW NN PTNN NPIY N
MY ANNY NNIY LN ) MDY 732700 DK INSD TN N1 INOW 0D ,H0n
) T N9 MPWHY YNany oo Nt PRY VP TMINOD LDV Y ,n1av shn
3' ?»n Suer ﬂB&d" NS DY DN YD VWS 115 12T P NN NYAPY N YD Mo

The midwives risked their lives in order to save Jewish children, and yet 70 > ' N PIDON by WD (10 ,MHOY) NDMN YN — GO M2T
the passuk states that they only received their rewards (Kehunah,:Leviyah, STOY NPANY ONTD INNY TON ,TIXID NWWONY :173P0 19 MNP (T ) MINIY
ind malchus — see Rashi, ibid.) because they feared Hashem. This implies that TPIVN MINN XD 01 TRD MVP MWD NIR ,PmINGY 07 Dwont vy mm

13d they performed the same worthy deeds not out of yiras Shamayim, they" BVP 2O PI3 ,PIN AT TIIM MW NI NWRY PIND W T80 90957 nonwn
vould not have received the same great rewards. : ) 112795

Sometimes attivists do a lot of good for the benefit of the klal, however, oo v mmvem mmmmn WM 51T TIDY SR PN M0 19N MONY Y

f they d(? not ac.t out'o'f yiras Shamayim, but in order to satisfy a desire to bé AT ADWSN IN AVYBN WNMU DD DT N Y nwyn 95 py
nvolved in public activities, they lose the main part of their reward.

. . P A212 NVUYDN YT 19 S T PN NN, TPUN 1YW 993 W MphY oyt §
Duri j - a1, = :
ng Akeidas Yitzchak, too, we find that even thoughAvraham was will NPOM_YNUN 39 5y ¥aPI LOIND VP Yy DUHN DOV NSn Y 03

SNUNY Husnd NNy

1g to give up his only son for Hashem, the main praise from Hashem was
eserved for the fear of Heaven inherent in his act, as it says, “For now I know |
nat you fear Heaven.” _ PN MPnn_ nONND MTONN SV NOOWN NWYHN YNWY ATYN NNNN
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#mar of Hashem We Procréstinate R ——

[he body’s natural desire is to procrastinate, be complacent,
and be at rest. Fear of Hashem is the key we need in order to propel

oyrselves past our innate laziness
know we should,
Above (in Chapter 2), we cited the following statement of the
*Talmud: Ore who possesses Torah but not fear of Heaven is like a
treasurer who has been given the keys to the inner chamber, but not
to the outer one. How will he enter?Shabbos 31 a-b).1s
~J The inner keys symbolize the Torah, One can learn and know

and enable us to live the way we
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amwwhelmmg quantity of Torah, but without fear of Hashem
— symbolized by the outer kéys — he will not broperly fulfill the
Torah he has learned. Fear of Hashem gives us the strength and
wherewithal to break through our desire to procrastinate, overcome
our innate lazihess and complacency, and fulfill what we know our
obligations to be.

+ The Talmud is teaching us that it is not sufficient to know the
Torah. We must also acquire fear of Hashem to ensure that we fulfil

the Torah we know. r
R~ |
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